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raw material for the English mill. We have tried to make the weaver and cotton printer, men of delicate fr^me and soft touch, shoulder the mattock and drive the plough. In the official catalogue of the 1802 London Exhibition, detailed instructions are given how best to " drive the Indian manufacturer" out of the market.
In France, at any rate, no foreign country was allowed to ruin its manufactures. For centuries the policy of England was to discourage Indian cotton-weaving, either by absolutely prohibiting the import of the cloth, or by imposing heavy duties, while its own productions, were admitted at nominal duties. The hostility to calicoes readied even to the tomb, and the dead were ordered to be draped in woollen cerements. England also allows India to pay about six millions sterling per annum for the service of English officers and gentlemen, who draw their pay or pensions from Indian revenues; these men form the ruling class, they set the fashion, they foster home trade and manufactures, so there is no Indian glass, or pottery, or cutlery, or watches, or paper-making, and till very recently silk and cotton-weaving were equally distressed.
Every one, native or Europeans who.has the means, drinks if he drink at all, European liquors, and clothes himself from his shoes to his shirt in English goods. What is the result ? The classes which have in largest proportion taken Government relief in the recent North-We^t famine are Ghamars, Koris, Mullahs. Chamars are the leather-workers, Koris the weavers, Mullahs the boatmen. Nottingham has reduced one, Manchester the second, our railways have taken the bread from the third.
On the other hand, Louis XVI made the interest of the Paris artizans his peculiar ojire. Thoughtfully, almost lovingly, he laid-down rules for their protection and abolished the guild regulations which checked their industry. The Faubourgs returned his favours by shedding his blood, but that is what bureaucracies must always expect. The immediate cause of their dissolution is, as a rule, not to be found among their many vices, but among their few virtues. At some time or place they relapse a little ; backslide * towards liberty or humanity. This is taken for weakness, and the evil passions which ages of outrage and injustice have fostered, burst all barriers.
Long centuries roll over a dynasty while men of furious passions and hateful lives wielu the sceptre; a good king comes at last, then revolution, and he atones with his blood, or in exile, for the sins of his fathers. A royal house expires far oftener with a Charles I, or a Louis XVI, than with a Tarquiu. As in 3?rati<se it was the most favored class which turned upon its factor, so was it m India,